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The North American Japanese Garden Association (NAJGA) Connects Gardens to Promote Peace

Portland, OR (January 26th, 2021)- NAJGA proudly announces a new initiative, Gardens for Peace, (G4P). Gardens for
Peace will bring together 16 North American Japanese gardens to promote peace. Participating gardens will connect
with their local communities and implement activities that provoke meaningful dialogue while promoting peace and
mutual understanding.  All activities will be carried out on or around September 21st, the United Nations International
Day of Peace.

Gardens for Peace will build upon the 2020 efforts of five Japanese gardens. Last year, through a collaborative project,
Patterns for Peace, representatives from five gardens raked a special pattern based on the Japanese characters for
peace into their karesansui (“dry landscape”) gardens. The patterns were displayed for the public to view and the
representatives participated in a Zoom panel discussion to share their experience and the meaning of the project for
their gardens. A short video on the 2020 project can be viewed here.

The pattern that was raked into the karesansui gardens was designed by Hiroshima enamel artist, Toshiko Tanaka, an
A-bomb survivor and advocate for world peace. Mrs. Tanaka’s designs represent her desire for world peace.

This year, 11 new gardens will join the project, bringing the total number of gardens to 16. 2021 will be the first year in
what is now NAJGA’s annual signature event. Some gardens, like the five original gardens, will rake Mrs. Tanaka’s peace
pattern into their karesansui garden and share its meaning with their visitors while others may display the pattern in
unique ways (in their pathways, water features, or lawns). Others will host such activities as a tea ceremony for peace.
All activities will be geared toward provoking discussion and community involvement in peace efforts.

Japanese gardens were first brought to the West in the 19th century as a result of curiosity and fascination with the
“other.” Mark Twain wrote that travel and, by extension, exposure to those who are different from ourselves “is fatal to
prejudice, bigotry and narrow-mindedness.” After World War II, many Japanese gardens were created by sister city
associations as collaborative projects between North American and Japanese cities to serve as bridges for cultural
understanding and reconciliation. Today, Japanese gardens continue to serve as a bridge between cultures and
promote both personal and community healing. They are an important vehicle to promote peace and understanding
on our continent.

North American Japanese Gardens are invited to apply to participate in Gardens for Peace 2021. More information on
the application process will be availble on the NAJGA website as of March 2021. In the meantime, all questions can be
directed to Marisa Rodriguez at info@najga.org or (503) 222-1194.

NAJGA is a 501(3) organization that connects and supports more than 100 Japanese gardens and the wider
Japanese garden community in North America and beyond. Visit najga.org to learn more.
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