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Takeo Uesugi 
(1940- 2016)

Takeo Uesugi built Japanese gardens around Southern California and 
America for more than four decades. With his company, TUA Inc., 
Uesugi created compelling landscapes at private residences, hospitals, 
hotels, corporate offices, college campuses, government buildings and 
public gardens. He was an influential professor of landscape architecture 
from 1970-2000 in the College of Environmental Design at California 
Polytechnic University, Pomona. His awards include the National 
Landscape Award in 1981, and the Government of Japan’s Order of 
the Sacred Treasure, Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon in 2010. At the 
International Conference on Japanese Gardens Outside Japan in Long 
Beach in 2009, he was given a lifetime achievement award. 

Born in Osaka to a long line of garden makers, Uesugi first studied at 
Osaka Prefectural University, where Tadashi Kubo encouraged him to 
pursue graduate studies in at Kyoto University. He studied landscape 
architecture there over several periods with faculty including Makoto 
Nakamura, who would remain a life-long mentor. In Japan, Uesugi met 
leading American landscape modernists, eventually working for Lawrence 
Halprin then Royston & Hanamoto, and Paul Friedberg, while earning a 
Masters in Landscape Architecture at Berkeley under Garrett Eckbo in 
1967. Uesugi entered the doctoral program in landscape architecture at 
Kyoto University, eventually earning his Ph.D. in 1981.

Although it was not his initial desire to create Japanese gardens, after 
the success of his early Japan-inspired poolside garden at the Swedlow 
residence, Uesugi was often hired to build Japanese-style gardens. His 
major public projects include the James Irvine Garden at the Japanese 
American and Community and Cultural Center, Los Angeles; San Diego 
Tech Center ; Hotel Nikko (Grand Hyatt), Atlanta; Aratani Japanese 
Garden at Cal Poly Pomona; Huntington Japanese Garden, San Marino, 
CA; and the Japanese Friendship Garden, San Diego. He also led a 
restoration of the historic Storrier Stearns Japanese Garden, Pasadena. 
Although always attentive to the desires and capabilities of his clients, 
Uesugi was most himself creating gardens where paths and watercourses 
flow to connect people with the landscape, and with each other.

Takeo Uesugi passed away on January 26, 2016 after a courageous battle 
with cancer. He is survived by his wife Hiroko, son Keiji, daughter Mari 
Helenihi, seven grandchildren, and two brothers Michihiro and Munetoshi 
of Osaka. A devoted missionary in the Tenrikyo Church, Takeo Uesugi was 
dedicated to a life that was pure and joyful—qualities very much present 
in the gardens he built.
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