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Maymont, a 100-acre estate in Richmond, Virginia, celebrated the centennial 
anniversary of its Japanese Garden in 2012 with a year-long series of programs 
and events. The highlight was the grand “Japanese Garden 100th Anniversary 
Celebration” on September 21.

 A spectacular bamboo sculpture was created by Midori Tanimune, a member of 
the Wilmington Delaware chapter of Ikebana International. Tanimune is ranked 
at the Somu level by the Sogetsu School in Tokyo. She taught for more than 
30 years in the Mid-Atlantic region and teaches at the Delaware Art Museum. 
Tanimune has exhibited and conducted demonstrations at the Philadelphia Flower 
Show, Longwood Gardens, the Fairmount Park Japanese Tea House, Morris and 
Scott Arboreta, the Philadelphia Horticulture Society, the Delaware Center for 
Horticulture, the Sogetsu International Convention in Denver, CO, and at the 
Ikebana Convention in Nagoya, Japan.

The celebration also featured Ikebana arrangements created by Ikebana of 
Richmond, Inc., a Japanese doll collection on loan from Ikebana member Junko 
Liesfeld, Japanese fish kites, kimono, paintings of the Japanese Garden by Jeromyah 
Jones, bonsai from the collection of Jim Ford, a Japanese concert, and Japanese 
foods provided by local food service businesses.

Earlier in the year, Maymont hosted a Japanese Garden photo contest, receiving 
more than 1,400 qualified entries. Winning photos and select other images were 
featured in the Richmond Times-Dispatch, on Richmond.com and in a slideshow at 
the Crossroads Arts Center. Other centennial activities included presentations by 
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Dr. Kendall Brown of California State University, Long 
Beach, and focus tours featuring the Japanese and 
Japanese-influenced objects at Maymont Mansion, 
and a bonsai exhibit by the Richmond Bonsai Society. 

In March 2012, Maymont welcomed the Ambassador 
of Japan to the United States, Ichiro Fujisaki, to tour 
the garden and make opening remarks at a regional 
meeting and reception of the North American 
Japanese Garden Association. Other special guests 
included students from Richmond's Japanese sister 
city, Saitama, and Doris Roberts, a long-time Maymont 
supporter and member of Ikebana of Richmond, Inc. 

Ikebana of Richmond, Inc., a local organization whose 
purpose is to promote the study of Ikebana, related 
arts, and Japanese culture, has supported Maymont’s 
Japanese Garden with fundraising, restoration and 
enhancement projects since the 1970s. For the 
anniversary, the group funded the planting of Japanese 
irises (Iris ensata) along the southern bank of the 
garden’s pond. Junko Liesfeld, a Maymont supporter 
and Ikebana of Richmond, Inc. member along with 
Ikebana of Richmond, Inc. president Michelle Nestler 
and Maymont board member Kumiko Suzuki 
participated in the early spring planting.

Dr. Glenn Winters, outreach musical director 
of the Virginia Opera, spoke on “The Mikado: 
Japonisme Meets British Humor” including the 
context and historical influence of Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s masterpiece.

A cherry blossom tour and tea tasting in April 
and a Mother’s Day Tea in May were among 
monthly calendar offerings during the centennial 
year. Additionally, Maymont hosted a regional 
conference of the North American Japanese 
Garden Association (NAJGA). 

Japanese gardens were among the favorite choices 
for Gilded Age showplaces such as Maymont, so it is 
no surprise that James and Sallie Dooley employed 
Japanese garden makers to plant such a landscape 
in the wedge-shaped section of land, adjacent to 
the Kanawha Canal, which they purchased in 1911. 

During this era, improved transportation and new 
technologies were connecting the West to the far 
reaches of the globe, and perhaps no culture had a 
greater impact on Western design and popular taste 
than the Japanese. 

Maymont’s original garden encompassed a much 
smaller area than the one seen today. Several 
features from the original garden remain including 
the 45-foot waterfall and stonework around its base, 
several trees, and the winding watercourse that leads 
to the large pond. In 1978, the garden was renovated 
and expanded by Barry Starke of Earth Design, Inc. 
It is now one of the larger public Japanese gardens 
on the east coast, covering approximately six acres.

MAYMONT’S JAPANESE GARDEN is located closest to the 
Hampton Street entrance at 1700 Hampton Street in Richmond, 
Virginia. For information, call Maymont at 804-358-7166, ext. 310 
or visit www.maymont.org.

Maymont is a 100-acre country estate that belonged to 
James Henry and Sallie May Dooley. Major Dooley died 

in 1922 and with the passing of Mrs. Dooley in 1925, 
the estate and gardens was bequeathed to the city of 

Richmond. The Japanese garden was completed in 1912 
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