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The Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden was 
founded in July 1967 as a Canadian 
Centennial project. The significance of 
Nikka Yuko is to serve as a tribute to 
honor the contributions made by Japanese 
immigrants in Canada. During WWII 
many Japanese immigrants and Japanese 
Canadians were displaced to Southern 
Alberta as part of an agreement between 
the Security Commission and Alberta. 
After the war some refugees were unable 
to return to their homes. Many of them 
remained in Southern Alberta where 
they came to own land and make major 
contributions. The Nikka Yuko Japanese 
Garden stands today to honor the 
contributions made by Japanese in Alberta 
and as a symbol of the renewed friendship 
between Japan and Canada. 

Nikka Yuko’s volunteers are able to share stories and 
experiences pertaining to life of Japanese Canadians 
during WWII. Some volunteers are first generation 
Canadians born and raised in British Columbia prior 
to being relocated to internment camps. They were 
raised in camps and share stories pertaining to the 
hardship they faced. On Hiroshima Memorial Day 
Nikka Yuko’s volunteers shared the symbolism and 
importance of the paper crane with guests as they 
visited the Garden. Volunteers helped Nikka Yuko fold 
a thousand paper cranes to be sent to the Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial in Japan. Other storytellers focus 

MICHELLE DAY

Volunteerism 
at Nikka Yuko 

Japanese Garden

TOP: Mana Yoshimoto is a student of tea ceremony at the 
pavilion inside Nikka Yuko in Lethbridge, Alberta Canada.
CENTER: Tea ceremony teacher (sensei) Rie Nagai at Nikka 
Yuko
Photos by Cody Fong courtesy of Nikka Yuko

BOTTOM: Summertime events bring in lots of visitors to the 
Stone Beach Pavilion.
Photo courtesy of Nikka Yuko
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on the Japanese dark side 
of urban legends and ghosts. 
Both types of storytelling have 
their continued lessons of 
respecting others, and being 
kind to your fellow man. 

Nikka Yuko offers many 
different volunteer 
opportunities. Guests are able 
to witness volunteers share 
their passions for Japanese 
arts, culture, horticulture, and 
architecture. The Garden’s 
mission is to provide an 
opportunity to experience 
the serenity and peace of 
our natural environment as 
expressed through Japanese 
garden architecture and 
culture. Through the generosity 
of volunteers Nikka Yuko is 
able to provide its guests with 
unique cultural experiences; 
such as iadio sword 

demonstrations, bonsai and ikebana 
demonstrations, and traditional 
Japanese tea ceremonies.

Horticultural volunteers provide a 
place of practice and explanation of 
the Canadian plants in the Garden. 
These volunteers help explain the 
different pruning techniques, the 
unique elements of Nikka Yuko, all 
while aiding in the preservation 
of the Garden’s beauty. Being in 
Southern Alberta, Nikka Yuko faces 
a challenging climate comprised of 
harsh dry summers and crippling 
winters. The Garden’s volunteers 
help with the ongoing changes of 
the garden such as picking rocks 
from the Oldman River to create 
ariso beaches; each stone is picked 
and placed by hand. Horticultural 
volunteers also provide guests with 
the opportunity to learn about 
bonsai and ikebana; arts which 
require a high level of patience 

and skill in order to create true 
masterpieces. Guests have been 
inspired by these volunteers 
and often take practices into 
their own backyard, some 
motivated to obtain their 
Master Pruning recognition. 

Nikka Yuko has volunteers 
who capture and share the 
unique elements of the 
Garden with photography 
and videography. As the 
Garden continues to mature 
and volunteers enhance its 
rustic beauty (wabi), camera 
volunteers are able to capture 
its beauty and share it with 
the world. The Nikka Yuko 
Japanese Garden is located 
beside Henderson Lake which 
provides a borrowed view 
(shakkei) making the 3.5 acre 
garden feel much larger. Some 
of Nikka Yuko’s volunteers try 

Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden, including the 
pavillion and Ariso Beach.
Photo by Michelle Day
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relentlessly to capture a shot 
highlighting their feelings while 
in the Garden; many of them 
say they never will. 

The Nikka Yuko Japanese 
Garden’s pavilion, friendship 
bell tower and azumaya were 
hand crafted in Kyoto and 
shipped to Lethbridge, Alberta, 
where they were reassembled 
by Japanese carpenters. The 
structures, greenery and 
rocks are placed to entice the 
viewer to walk around to the 
Garden, experiencing how 
such elements are hidden 
then revealed. As guests 
stroll through the Nikka Yuko 
Japanese Garden and hear 
the sound of a raging waterfall 
transform into the sound of 
a soft river, they experience 
the composition of precisely 
placed trees, shrubs, hills and 

stones. These elements engage the 
imagination of every individual–
volunteer or guest–who walks 
through the Garden. Nikka Yuko 
has knowledgeable staff and 
volunteers dressed in yukata and 
jinbei who provide guests with 
tours of the garden. Some of the 
staff are international students 
from Japan who are studying 
at the University and College. 
They spend their time at Nikka 
Yuko taking pride and enjoyment 
in sharing their culture with the 
Garden’s guests. 

Different celebrations are hosted 
at Nikka Yuko where guests 
become part of the celebration 
with Bon Odori dance lessons or 
placing a lantern into our pond to 
remember a special someone. 

Volunteerism at Nikka Yuko 
is an essential feature that 

enhances the entire beauty 
of the garden. The spirt and 
importance of volunteerism 
is evident the Garden’s name: 
Ni (Japan) kka (Canada) Yuko 
(Friendship). The friendship 
at Nikka Yuko has flourished 
upon the solid foundation 
created by the Garden’s past 
and present volunteers.


