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CENTENNIAL 
GARDENS

Shinshichi Nakatani (1846-1922), master builder from Japan, 
was commissioned to construct and install this Taiko Bashi or 
"drum bridge" for the Midwinter Fair in San Francisco's Golden 
Gate Park in 1894. It remains at the center of the Japanese 
Tea Garden Photos by Bill Eger (above) and courtesy of the San 
Francisco Public Library (left)
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CELEBRATING CENTENNIALS IN 
NORTH AMERICA’S JAPANESE GARDENS

100 YEARS YOUNG
Japanese gardens outside of Japan number more than 450, of 
which approximately 300 are in North America. Of that substantial 
number, fewer than 20 have reached the centennial mark.

The Japanese Tea Garden in San Francisco dates back to an 1894 
fair. The Japanese garden at The Butchart Gardens on Vancouver 
Island, British Columbia, in Canada was completed in 1906. The 
Japanese Friendship Garden in San Diego at Balboa Park dates from 
a tea pavilion at a 1915 fair. Osaka Garden – now known as The 
Garden of the Phoenix – had its beginning as Wooded Island in 
the 1893 World’s Columbia Exposition with additions following the 
1933 Chicago World’s Fair : A Century of Progress. 

In the first issue of the NAJGA Journal, The Garden of the Phoenix 
was covered extensively in terms of its history, periods of neglect 
followed by periods of renewal, and plans for the future. That 
article was selected for translation into Japanese in order to make 
greater connections with far away fellow gardeners, designers, 
administrators, professors and students.

In this issue, six gardens across the continental United States and 
out into the Pacific were asked to share their centennial stories. 
Two gardens have celebrated centennials already. Three gardens are 
planning for next year and one for 2017. By sharing lessons learned 
from centennials already celebrated as well as plans in the making 
for celebrations about to occur, the Journal hopes to provide 
experience and ideas to those gardens that have yet to plan for a 
significant anniversary.

Included are the Japanese Garden at Maymont: an American 
Estate in Richmond, Virginia; The Japanese Hill-and- Pond Garden 
at Brooklyn Botanic Garden in New York; the Japanese Friendship 
Garden at Balboa Park in San Diego, California; Hakone Gardens in 
Saratoga, California; and Lili`uokalani Gardens in Hilo, Hawai`i. We 
begin with a book review about the nine-acre Japanese Garden at 
the Huntington Botanical Gardens located in San Marino, California.


